THE VIRGIN OF CHARTRES

you could comprehend in its contradictions
the strange mixture of passion and caution, the
austerity, the self-abandonment, the vehemence,
the restraint, the love, the hate, the miracles, and
the scepticism of Saint Bernard. The Cistercian
Order, which was founded in 1098, from the first
put all its churches under the special protection
of the Virgin, and Saint Bernard in his time was
regarded as the apple of the Virgin's eye, Tradi-
tion as old as the twelfth century, which long
afterwards gave to Murillo the subject of a famous
painting, told that once, when he was reciting
before her statue the " Ave Maria Stella," and
came to the words, " Monstra te esse Matrem,"
the image, pressing its breast, dropped on the lips
of her servant three drops of the milk which had
nourished the Saviour. The same miracle, in
various forms, was told of many other persons,
both saints and sinners ; but it made so much
impression on the mind of the age that, in the
fourteenth century, Dante, seeking in Paradise
for some official introduction to the foot of the
Throne, found no intercessor with the Queen of
Heaven more potent than Saint Bernard. You
can still read Bernard's hymns to the Virgin, and
even his sermons, if you like. To him she was
the great mediator. In the eyes of a culpable
humanity, Christ was too sublime, too terrible,
too just, but not even the weakest human frailty
could fear to approach his Mother. Her attribute
was humility; her love and pity were infinite.
" Let him deny your mercy who can say that he
has ever asked it in vain."
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